Martha Ellen Black’s MRC testimony

Comments to the Mississippi River
Commission: General Riley, Members
of the Mississippi River Commission,
Colonel Sherer

My name is Martha Ellen Black and
I am the Executive Director of Susanna
Wesley Family Learning Center and
the Director of the East Prairie Enter-
prise Community Project. I am here to
speak to you in favor of the St. Johns
Bayou-New Madrid Floodway flood
control project.

Most of the work we do is social in
nature and flood control is a little out
of our field of expertise, excepting the
fact that flooding is a pervasive dic-
tator of our residents’ ability to live a
normal life.

Therefore, we have filed a “Motion
to Intervene as Respondents” at the
June 3, 2003 Water Quality Certifica-
tion Hearing.

We hope to educate the hearing
officer and the Clean Water Commis-
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sion about the negative impact of

backwater flooding:

Prior to East Prairie’s 1994 desig-
nation as an Enterprise Community,
the residents of our town came to-
gether and held a series of meetings
to determine our strengths and weak-
nesses and possible solutions to our
problems.

One recurring problem that
emerged was flooding and the dev-
astating effect flooding has on
people’s lives, their property, and live-
lihood.

The solution that came out of the
meetings was the completion of the
St. Johns Bayou-New Madrid Flood-
way flood control project. That is why
I am here today.

Since that time we have been hit
again and again by one roadblock or
another from the environmental com-
munity.

We feel that most of their objec-

tions to this project are based on mis-
concept or downright misrepre-
sentations.

First, the environmental community
said we wanted to drain wetlands.
That is not the case. of the land
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tions.

The purpose of this >ct is not
drainage, but flood control. The pur-
pose is to keep people and property
from flooding. It is imperative that w
are finally allowed to get this project
underway once again.

We greatly appreciate all that the
Corps of Engineers has done to make
this flood control project a reality. It
has been a long time in coming, and it
needs to be completed.

 Thank you for letting me speak
before you today.




